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FAFSA Updates



Free Application for Federal Student Aid

The FAFSA is the first step in 
applying for financial aid.

The 2025-26 FAFSA will be
available on or before
Dec. 1, 2024.

What is the FAFSA?



The Department of Education (DE) 
is doing beta testing with chosen  
institutions across the country to 
work out any bugs/issues with the 
new FAFSA prior to its release
on Dec. 1. 

DE has added 700 additional 
employees (an 80% increase) to 
answer their FSAIC hotline.
1-800-4FED-AID (1-800-433-3243)

FAFSA Completion



Other Languages

For FAFSA assistance in other languages, call 
833-610-2590 and press 7. Federal Student Aid 
offers this service to students and parents who 
wish to complete a FAFSA, but feel more 
comfortable speaking in a language other than 
English or Spanish. 

Federal Student Aid offers assistance in 60+ 
languages. They ask that you do NOT share this 
number with those that speak English as they 
don’t want the number to be used for any 
other purpose.



FAFSA Graduation 
Requirement



Beginning with the 2024-2025 school year, 
students must complete and submit a Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) in 
order to graduate from a public high school.*

Resources:
https://sde.ok.gov/college-career

The Law: Senate Bill 93

*There are 
opportunities for 

students to opt out.

https://sde.ok.gov/college-career


FAFSA Timeline

Class of 2025 seniors will submit the 
2025 – 2026 FAFSA

2025 – 2026 FAFSA is scheduled to open 
on or before December 1, 2024

Families will use their 2023 tax 
information on the FAFSA



What are the 
requirements for 

high schools?



The superintendent of each public school district 
in this state shall designate a school employee to 
collect information regarding student compliance 

with the law. The collection and storage of the 
information shall comply with the Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA).

Superintendent-Designated Employee



School districts must provide FAFSA completion 
resources published by or recommended by the 
State Department of Education to families and 

students through virtual sessions, in-person 
sessions, or brochures.

Provide FAFSA Completion Resources



School districts will be required to add this 
statement to their transcripts:

“The student has satisfactorily met the 
graduation requirement of completing the 
FAFSA or submitting an Opt-Out form.            
(70 O.S. § 1210.508-6)“§. §

Transcript Wording on FAFSA Completion



The transcript statement is included in the 
2024-25 Advisement and Policy Guidebook 
and on the OSDE  Academic 
Advisement webpage.

sde.ok.gov/academic-advisement 

Transcript Wording on FAFSA Completion

https://sde.ok.gov/academic-advisement


How to Track 
FAFSA Progress



Reporting through an online tool: 
Oklahoma FAFSA Data Portal

FAFSA completion confirmation email, 
report, or other official FAFSA 
confirmation communication

Completion of state provided opt-out 
form

Tracking Options

1
2
3





The free FAFSA data portal 
allows educators to track 
FAFSA progress, provide 
targeted assistance, and 
view date of submission 
and completion status 
for high school seniors.

Oklahoma FAFSA Data Portal



OKhighered.org



OKhighered.org/OK-FDP

Find step-by-step guidance, 
links to required forms, and 

more FAFSA resources on the 
FAFSA Data Portal website. 



FAFSA Completion Agreement



Enter the name of 
your school district.

FAFSA Completion Agreement



Review 
the contract.

FAFSA Completion Agreement



Enter contact information, and 
ensure the contract is signed 

by your superintendent, board 
president, or chief executive.

FAFSA Completion Agreement



Enter the name of 
your school district.

FAFSA Completion Agreement



Identify the primary 
contact for your school, 

and list any additional users.

FAFSA Completion Agreement



Email completed documents to:

Kelli Kelnar
kkelnar@ocap.org

FAFSA Completion Agreement



The primary contact and each authorized user will 
receive an email that includes a Privacy Certification 

form, instructions for using the portal, student list 
instructions, and a student list template.



Privacy Certification

The primary 
contact and 

each authorized 
user must 

submit a Privacy 
Certification.



FAFSA Data Portal Instructions

The primary 
contact and 

each authorized 
user will receive 
instructions for 
using the FAFSA 

Data Portal.



FAFSA Data Portal Instructions

After submitting 
your Privacy 
Certification, 

follow the 
instructions to 

register as a user.

OKhighered.org/fafsaweb/



FAFSA Data Portal Instructions

After submitting 
your Privacy 
Certification, 

follow the 
instructions to 

register as a user.



Student List Instructions

The primary contact and each authorized 
user will receive instructions and a 

template for uploading your list of seniors.
Use your student’s LEGAL name.



FAFSA Data Portal Homepage

The FAFSA Data Portal 
homepage provides an 

outline of FAFSA progress 
across the state for 

participating schools.



FAFSA Data Portal Dashboard

After logging in, you’ll see 
specific information for your 

school.

This includes first name, last 
name, date of birth, FAFSA 
submission date, and more.



okhighered.org/ok-fdp/

FAFSA Data Portal Dashboard



School has never used OK-FDP

> FAFSA Completion Agreement

> Authorized Users Form

> Privacy Certifications

What paperwork do I need?



What paperwork do I need?

Same Superintendent / Same Users

> No paperwork needed!

> Upload new list of seniors 

Recommendation: Upload your list of seniors when the 
FAFSA opens so it’s the most accurate list of students.



What paperwork do I need?

New Superintendent

> FAFSA Completion Agreement

> Privacy Certifications (only for 
new users this year)



What paperwork do I need?

Same Superintendent / New Users

> Authorized Users Form

> Privacy Certifications 
(only for new users this year)



OKhighered.org/OK-FDP

Kelli Kelnar
kkelnar@ocap.org



Opt-Out Form

Located on SDE’s 
College & Career 
Readiness page 

near the bottom.

https://sde.ok.gov/
college-career

https://sde.ok.gov/college-career


Opt-Out Form

I am the parent or legal guardian, of the student referenced above, 
and I am electing to not have them complete the FAFSA application as 
part of their graduation plan.

I am the student referenced above, and I am of legal age (18 and 
above) and I am electing to not complete the FAFSA application as part 
of my graduation plan.

I am the counselor of the student referenced above, and I am electing 
to not have them complete the FAFSA application as part of their 
graduation plan.

Providing a reason for nonparticipation is optional.



Click to edit Master title style

44

Financial Aid for 
Students without 

SSN



Click to edit Master title style
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Access for Undocumented and Refugee Students in Oklahoma

45Source: https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/state/oklahoma/



Click to edit Master title style
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Financial Aid for Students without SSN

• Students without SSN are not eligible for 
federal financial aid such as Pell Grants, 
Federal Supplemental Educational 
Opportunity Grant (FSEOG), Federal Work 
Study, or Federal Direct Loans. However, 
they may be eligible for financial aid from 
other sources, including their universities or 
private organizations.

• In Oklahoma, students without SSN who 
meet certain qualifications can be charged 
in-state tuition at some or all public 
postsecondary institutions in the state.

• Criteria in Oklahoma includes: attending 
public or private high school in OK for two 
years; secured admission to and enrolled in 
an institution within the OK state system of 
higher education; provide completed 
paperwork with US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS).*

• Available financial aid through universities 
varies widely. Aid could include institutional 
scholarships, grants, loans, and work 
programs. Institutional scholarships often 
come with a merit component. Contact 
financial aid offices to find out what’s 
available.

46



Click to edit Master title style
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Resources for Students without SSN

47

FSA Information for Undocumented Students

NASFAA Tip Sheet for Undocumented Students 2024-2025

Higher Ed Immigration Portal - Oklahoma

Oklahoma’s Promise

Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grant Program (OTAG)

MALDEF, The Latino Legal Voice for Civil Rights in America

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/undocumented-students
https://okpromise.org/faq.shtml
https://www.maldef.org/resources/


Click to edit Master title style
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Scholarships for Students without SSN

48

OKCollegeStart.org Scholarship Database

My Undocumented Life: Scholarships Open to Undocumented Students (Updated 
October 2024)

Sallie Mae Top Scholarships for Undocumented Students

BestColleges.com Scholarships for Undocumented Students

https://secure.okcollegestart.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/Scholarships#/Landing
https://www.salliemae.com/scholarships/types/undocumented-students/
https://www.bestcolleges.com/resources/undocumented-students/scholarships/


StudentAid.gov 
Account Creation



UCanGo2.org/publications/HS.html



StudentAid.gov Account with a SSN



StudentAid.gov Account Creation with SSN



StudentAid.gov Account Creation without a SSN



StudentAid.gov Account Creation without a SSN



StudentAid.gov Account Creation without a SSN



StudentAid.gov Account Publications 



FAFSA Completion 
Resources & 

Support



Free FAFSA Completion Resources



UCanGo2 Services

All UCanGo2 
services are FREE!

> New online publications

> Ready-to-go presentation slides

> Provide virtual FAFSA events

> Support your in-person FAFSA 
events



UCanGo2 FAFSA Toolkit

FAFSA Toolkit:
• New FAFSA  

forms
• Posters
• Parent flyers
• PowerPoints

New FAFSA information 
coming in Dec.



UCanGo2 Online Publications



Ready-to-Go PowerPoint Slides

• Understanding Your 
Financial Aid Offer

• Student Aid Index

• Scholarships 101



Are You Looking for Money?



FAFSA Timeline



Ask Me About Filling Out the FAFSA



Financial Aid 101 on OKcollegestart

OKcollegestart.org
Financial Aid Planning
Financial Aid 101



FAFSA ICAP Activity on OKcollegestart



StartWithFAFSA.org

StartWithFAFSA.org

>Frequently asked questions

>Special circumstances

>English & Spanish FAFSA 
tutorial video

>FAFSA promotional videos



FAFSA FastTrack

Colleges & Career 
Techs across the 

state will host 
FAFSA events for 
your students to 

receive assistance 
submitting the form.



FAFSA FastTrack

> FAFSA completion events at 
colleges and career techs across 
the state

> Designated period for FAFSA 
events

> Locations to be posted on 
FAFSAFastTrack.org

> Currently 30 colleges and career 
techs are signed up to participate



FAFSAFastTrack.org

FAFSA EVENTS



FAFSA Webinars

> OCAP will offer monthly webinars on 
FAFSA updates beginning in August. 

> 2nd Wednesday of the month at 
10:00 am

> Webinars will be recorded

Monthly FAFSA Webinars

StartWithFAFSA.org/fafsa-webinars



FAFSA Webinars

> Registration is open for all webinars!

Monthly FAFSA Webinars

StartWithFAFSA.org/fafsa-webinars



What Do You Need?

> FAFSA Flyers

> Email Templates

> Social Media Posts

> FAFSA Promo Videos

> Centralized List of 
Statewide FAFSA Events
FAFSAFastTrack.org 

What FAFSA resources do you wish you had?

https://www.startwithfafsa.org/fafsafasttrack/


OCAP 
Outreach Team

Letha Huddleston
lhuddleston@ocap.org

Robbie Leftwich
rleftwich@ocap.org

Kelli Kelnar
kkelnar@ocap.org



Questions?
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